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Institute sent the serum with a generosity that aston-
ished the people as well as the doctors who used it with
such marvelous effect. In the cities there are occasional
outbreaks of the disease, which, however, do not persist
if they happen outside the wet season.
Writing of children's diseases there is a matter of
hygiene that is not a disease, and yet doubtless is a cause
of much mischief and indirectly the cause of many deaths
of infants. I refer to improper infant feeding. The
mother has the baby at the breast "whenever he cries,"
and as too frequent feeding is one of the greatest causes
of indigestion and colic it becomes a "cause of a cause,'7
one of the "vicious circles'7 of medicine, and the direct
and indirect cause of other intestinal troubles and great
infant mortality. Yet it is one of the most difficult things
possible to regulate the nursing of a baby. The mothers
will not do it. They cite their own mothers and their
grandmothers and great-grandmothers and so on back
to Eve! And what does a mere man, even though he be
a doctor of medicine, know about it?
Trachoma is the slow, insidious cause of so much
misery and eventually of so many cases of blindness in
the land. I have mentioned the blindness caused by con-
fluent smallpox. But this trachoma thickens the lids, and
curls in the lashes which are often longer and thicker
than we see in America; these lashes irritate the cornea,
leading to its inflammation and eventual opacity, as well
as to other diseases of the eyes. These maladies are espe-
cially trying because most inhabitants of the Orient have
large, handsome, expressive eyes.
Epidemics of purulent ophthalmia are not uncommon in
the cities in the summer time, when flies carry the infec-
tion from one child to another. Colonel Lawrence—the
famous aide-de-camp to Prince Feisal, whose disguise as
an Arab was so complete that he several times entered
the Turkish lines and dined at the table with Jemal

